
To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing this letter to express my current situation as a Ph.D. student in FAU's

Charles E. Schmidt College of Science. I want to first say that I feel FAU is a very strong and

dedicated University with some great programs and great opportunities. I have also enjoyed my

time at FAU and leamed so much and am excited as I grow closer and closer to graduation.

I came to FAU five years ago after receiving my Master's Degree and wanting to further

my education I chose to accept FAU's stipend offer and moved across the country. While I

sometimes wish FAU offered more courses in my area of specialization, my main issue lies with

the current stipend I receive. At $20,050 per year I have a difficult time supporting myself. In

fact, I also work as an adjunct faculty, teaching one extra class per semester, a third part time job

related to my field as well as privately tutoring about five to ten hours per week^ I feel I must

maintain all of these jobs to support myself as a student since the only thing that has not

increased over the last five years is my stipend. My first few years I was able to take our loans to

compensate for the difference in my expenses and income but this is no longer an option" My

apartment alone has gone up almost $200 per month, meaning I have $2,400 less per year to

spend than I did in 2011, when I started. As my 16 year old vehicle gets older and I must drive it

more, it is needing more maintenance and more gas. Most importantly, all the time spent away

from my studies takes a lot of my energy and time each day, making me feel less productive in

my research, extending my graduation date and perpetuating this cycle.

It is my opinion that for FAU to maintain, attract and encourage graduate students, it

needs to take a hard look at its stipend and increase it significantly before this damage is

irreversible. Please take care of your graduate students so they may, in return, take care of you.

Respectfully,

#/#!
Ph.D. Student - Mathematics


